
 
 

 

 
 

A welcoming, inclusive, Christian community 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE EUCHARIST 
21st January 2024 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

10.00am 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Welcome to Lancaster Priory   
 

We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you 
have come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome. 
  

We are currently in the part of the church year known as Epiphanytide.  The 
Feast of the Epiphany, which always falls on 6 January, marks the beginning of 
a season which recognizes Jesus to be the Son of God. The word ‘epiphany’ 
means ‘manifestation’ or ‘appearance’, and the Feast of the Epiphany marks 
the recognition of the newborn Jesus by the world. 
 

Throughout this booklet you will find instructions regarding posture (sit and stand), these 
capture what is normal for our congregation but are not intended to be restrictive for 
those who may need to sit or indeed not sit for too long.  
 

Our aim on Sunday mornings is that the children will experience God’s love for them in the 
welcome they receive, the prayers they pray, and the Bible stories they learn; and we think 
they do this best when they are having fun. Young Church meets every Sunday morning at 
the 10.00am service. The children start the service with their parents and then go to their 
groups with their leaders in the refectory. All children return at the end of the service to 
go with their parents to take Communion or receive a prayer of blessing. Preschool 
children, aged 3-4, are also welcome and parents are welcome to leave if they think their 
child is settled. Children aged two and under are welcome to join but we request that 
Parents stay with them. There are Busy Bags at the back of church if younger children 
would like to stay in the pew – or parents are welcome to take them to play in the St 
Nicholas chapel. 
 

Notices are given at before the service, please see the notice sheet for more 
information. 
 

Refreshments are served at the back of church following this service every 
week.  Please join us.  
 

CONTACTLESS CARD DONATIONS STATION—you can donate to the Priory using the 

contact-less card reader which stands beside the door. 
 
You will find a full order of service, for digital use, on our website using this QR code:  

 
The setting is from The Mass of St Cedd by Nardone. 
 

Acknowledgements  
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Pastoral Services and Times and Seasons, material 
from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 and 2006. The Scripture 
quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 
1995, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   Christian 
Copyright Licence 849167 and Music Reproduction Licence M267952, Lancaster Priory.   
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The Welcome and Notices  

Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy enter as we sing the hymn.   
During the hymn the altar is censed. 
 

Processional Hymn NEH55 
 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed! 
Great David's greater Son; 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free; 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 
 

2 He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight. 
 

3 He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in his path to birth: 
Before him on the mountains 
Shall peace the herald go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
From hill to valley flow. 
 

4 Kings shall fall down before him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore him, 
His praise all people sing; 
To him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 

5 O'er every foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest: 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever; 
That name to us is Love. 
 

James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
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The Greeting  
 

The president says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
Young Church and their leaders gather at the front and the president prays 
with them before they go to their activities. 
  

Prayers of Penitence and Forgiveness   
 

The deacon says  
 

By the mercies of God, 
let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to him, which is our spiritual worship. 
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

(We may also sing the Kyrie) 
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The Absolution  
 

The priest says 
 

May almighty God have mercy on you,  
+forgive you your sins,  
and bring you to everlasting life.  
Amen. 
 

The Gloria  
 

Glory to God in the Highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father. 
We worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father. 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the most high,  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Collect  The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept.  
 

God of all mercy, 
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, 
and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit 
and set all your people free 
to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The First Reading  Genesis 14.17-20  

Please sit. 
 

After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were 
with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh 
(that is, the King’s Valley). And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread 
and wine; he was priest of God Most High. He blessed him and said, 
‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
   maker of heaven and earth;  
and blessed be God Most High, 
   who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’ 
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 
 

For the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn NEH349  

We stand to sing. 
 

Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one. 
 

2 'Worthy the Lamb that died,' they cry, 
'To be exalted thus;' 
'Worthy the Lamb,' our lips reply, 
'For He was slain for us.' 
 

3 Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honour and pow'r divine; 
And blessings more than we can give 
Be, Lord, for ever thine. 
 

4 Let all creation join in one 
To bless the sacred name 
Of him that sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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The Second Reading  Revelation 19.6-10 
 

Please sit. 
 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
   the Almighty reigns.  
Let us rejoice and exult 
   and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
   and his bride has made herself ready;  
to her it has been granted to be clothed 
   with fine linen, bright and pure’— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of 
God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must 
not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and your comrades who hold the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.’  
 

For the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God 
 

The Gospel Reading  John 2.1-11 
 

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 

Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 
 

Alleluia alleluia, alleluia 
  

The deacon says  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you, O Lord  
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On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 
And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour 
has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 
Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with 
water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some 
out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though 
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the 
inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon  
 

Please sit.  
 

The Creed  
 

Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
Please sit. This or another response is used  
 

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 

And at the end  
 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

The Peace  

Please stand. The president introduces the peace 
 

Christ is our peace. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you 
 

The deacon says:  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.  
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The Offertory Hymn NEH336 During this hymn a collection will be taken. 
 

Angel voices ever singing 
round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless thee 
and confess thee 
Lord of might. 
 

Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
can we know that thou art near us, 
and wilt hear us? 
yea, we can. 
 

For, we know that thou rejoicest 
o'er each work of thine; 
thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 
craftsman's art and music's measure 
for thy pleasure 
all combine. 
 

In thy house, great God, we offer 
of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer 
all unworthily 
hearts and minds and hands and voices 
in our choicest 
psalmody. 
 

Honour, glory, might, and merit 
thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Blessèd Trinity. 
Of the best that thou hast given 
earth and heaven 
render thee.        Francis Pott (1832-1909) 
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.   
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

We all sing 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

The deacon says  
 

Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.  
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Our Lady Mary, St John, St Anne, St George,  
and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray as our Saviour teaches us: 
 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
  

The Giving of Communion   
 

The congregation are invited to receive communion. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Agnus Dei  
 

Please sit. We sing 

   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
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The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant 
members of all Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing, please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free 
hosts are available, please indicate this to the president, green cards are 
available from the sidespeople for this purpose.  
 

The choir sings an anthem. 
 

Communion Anthem Rejoice in the Lord Henry Purcell (1659-95) 
 

Communion Hymn LP1 
 

As the deer pants for the water  
so my soul longs after you.  
you alone are my hearts desire  
and I long to worship You.  
 

You alone are my strength, my shield,  
to you alone may my spirit yield.  
You alone are my heart's desire  
and I long to worship you.  
 

2. I want you more than gold or silver  
only you can satisfy.  
You alone are the real joy-giver  
and the apple of my eye. 
 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone may my spirit yield.  
You alone are my heart's desire  
and I long to worship you.  
 

3. You're my friend and you are my brother,  
even though you are a king.  
I want you more than any other,  
so much more than anything. 
 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone may my spirit yield.  
You alone are my heart's desire  
and I long to worship you.  
 

Marty Nystrom, based on Psalm 42 (b. 1956) 
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Prayer After Communion  
 

The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept. Please stand. 
 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing  
 

The priest says 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 
Amen. 
 

May God the Son, 
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 
Amen. 
 

May God the Holy Spirit, 
who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
pour out his gifts on you 
who have come to the waters of new birth. 
Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty,  
+the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn LP3 

During this hymn the servers, choir and clergy move to the west and all turn to 
face the font. 
 

1 How shall I sing that majesty  
which angels do admire?  
Let dust in dust and silence lie;  
Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.  
Thousands of thousands stand around  
thy throne, O God most high;  
ten thousand times ten thousand sound  
thy praise; but who am I?  
 

2. Thy brightness unto them appears,  
while I thy footsteps trace;  
a sound of God comes to my ears,  
but they behold thy face:  
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold,  
with all my fire and light;  
yet when thou dost accept their gold,  
Lord, treasure up my mite.  
 
 
 
 

The Dismissal  
 

The deacon says 
 

One in heart and one in mind, 
and empowered by the Spirit, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Organ Voluntary Tuba Tune C. S. Lang (1891-1971) 
 

Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.   

3. Enlighten with faith’s light my heart,  
inflame it with love’s fire,  
then shall I sing and take my part  
with that celestial choir.  
They sing, because thou art their sun;  
Lord, send a beam on me;  
for where heaven is but once begun,  
there alleluias be.  
 

4. How great a being, Lord, is thine,  
which doth all beings keep!  
Thy knowledge is the only line  
to sound so vast a deep:  
thou art a sea without a shore,  
a sun without a sphere;  
thy time is now and evermore,  
thy place is everywhere.  
 

John Mason (1646-94) 
 


