
 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 1 

Isaiah 11:1-5 
 

 
Read from the lecturn. No introduction 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
 
 
No response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 2 

1 Thessalonians 5: 1–11 
 
 
Read from the lecturn. No introduction 
 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and 
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For 
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace 
and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, 
as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will 
be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, 
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For 
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with 
him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing.  
 

No response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 3 

Isaiah 11:6-10 
 
 
Read from the lecturn. No introduction 
 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea.  
 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
 
No response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Advent Carol Service 2022– Reading 4 
Luke 4: 14–21  

 
 
 
Read from the lecturn. No introduction 
 
 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written:  
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to 
them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
 
 
 
No response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 5 

Matthew 3: 1–11  
 

Read from the lecturn. No introduction 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.” ’  
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do 
not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
 
No response 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 6 

Luke 1:39-56 
 

Read from lecturn. No introduction 
 

  In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to 
her home. 

No response 
 
 



 
Advent Carol Service 2022 – Reading 7 

John 3: 1–8  
 

 
Read from lecturn. No introduction 
 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The 
windblows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 
 
 
No response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


