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We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you have 
come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome. 
  

The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period in which the tone of 
joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained through the following seven weeks, and 
the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ: 
 

Triumphant in his glory now, 
his sceptre ruleth all, 
earth, heaven and hell before him bow, 
and at his footstool fall.     (Fulbert of Chartres) 
 

Early Christians gave the name Pentecost to this whole fifty-day span of rejoicing, 
which Tertullian calls ‘this most joyful period’ (laetissimum spatium). It is sometimes 
also called ‘Great Sunday’. In those places where the custom of lighting the Easter 
Candle at the beginning of Easter is followed, the lit Candle stands prominently in 
church for all the Eastertide services. The Alleluia appears frequently in liturgical 
speech and song; and white or gold vestments and decorations emphasize the joy 
and brightness of the season. 
 
Today’s service (Easter 6):  
President and Preacher: The Revd Leah Vasey-Saunders 
The Readers Jan Crouch, Alice Granger. Intercessor: George Allin 
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist 
Choir: Girls & ATB. Setting: Darke in E 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Pastoral Services and Times and 
Seasons, material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 and 
2006. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible, Anglicised 
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  Used by permission.  All 
rights reserved.   Christian Copyright Licence 849167 and Music Reproduction Licence M267952, Lancaster Priory.   
 

Today’s Booklet is sponsored by… 
Anne and Ken Maunder   

in grateful thanks for family life  
and to celebrate the birthday of Hannah on 21st May. 
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Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy enter and we sing the hymn and the 
altar is censed. 
 

(205)  
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
And the precious corner-stone, 
Who, the two walls underlying 
Bound in each, binds both in one. 
Holy Sion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 

 

2. All that dedicated City, 
dearly loved by God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody, 
God the One in Threefold glory, 
Singing everlastingly. 
 

3. To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, to-day; 
with thy wonted loving-kindness 
hear thy people as they pray; 
and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls for ay. 

 
 
    

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  

Young Church and their leaders gather at the front and the president prays with 
them before they go to their activities. 

The deacon says  
 

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his 
light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our 
neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry  and repent of all our sins. 

4. Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
Gifts of grace by prayer to gain; 
Here to have and hold for ever 
Those good things their prayers obtain, 
and hereafter, in thy glory 
with thy blessèd ones to reign. 

 

5. Laud and honour to the Father; 
laud and honour to the Son; 
laud and honour to the Spirit; 
ever Three, and ever One: 
One in love and One in splendour, 
while unending ages run. Amen 
tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.Amen.  
 

The choir sings 

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 
 

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 
  

The priest says
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you in his 
image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 The choir sings 
 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to 
Thee for Thy great glory: O Lord God, heavenly King; God the Father Almighty.  
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father:  That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art the most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

  The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: help your  
Church to obey your command and draw the nations to the fire of your  
love, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

Please sit. 

Acts 16.9-15
 

A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles                              

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the 
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God 
had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a 
straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 
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remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate 
by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a 
dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said 
by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she 
prevailed upon us. 
For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 
 

(342) We stand to sing 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

2.  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure; 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure.  

 
       

 

Revelation 21.10,22-22.5  
  

A reading from the Revelation to John         
                                      

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is 
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honour of the 
nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises abomination or 
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine; 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine 

 

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die; 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 
Edwin Hatch 1835-1889 
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of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for 
ever and ever. 
For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 

 John 14.23-29 
  

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings 
  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

 

The deacon says Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 
but is from the Father who sent me. 
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am 
coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, 
because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, 
so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 Please sit.  
 

 Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
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and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

Please sit.   
 

This response is used Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 Please stand. 
 

God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you 
 

The deacon says Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.  

 (285) During this hymn a collection will be taken. 
  

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
  

2. For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light: 
 

3. For the joy of ear and eye 
For the heart and brain’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony 
Linking sense to sound and sight: 
 

4. For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
pleasures pure and undefiled: 
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5. For each perfect gift of thine, 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

 
 

 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise  
 

It Is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful 
hearts the memory of your wonderful works. For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and hell and 
restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has placed them once 
more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. And so, in the joy of 
this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels 
and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

The choir sings 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  
  

The priest continues  
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we 
obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine 
outpoured may be for us the body and  blood of your dear Son. On the night 
before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He 
broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given 
for you; do this in remembrance of me.  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to 
them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.  
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his 
sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and 
cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

6. For thy Church that evermore 
lifteth holy hands above, 
offering up on every shore 
her pure sacrifice of love. 
F.S. Pierpoint 1835-1917 
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The deacon says This is the mystery of faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
  

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and 
justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your 
table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

We pray together in our preferred version or language.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
  

 Please sit as the choir sings 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
. 

The congregation are invited to receive communion.
  

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
  

The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant members of all 
Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, 
please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free hosts are available, please indicate this to the 
president, green cards are available from the sidespeople for this purpose.  
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 The choir sings Upon your heart (Eleanor Daley)  
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart. As a seal upon your arm. For love is as strong as 
death. Many waters cannot quench love. Neither can the floods drown it. Many 
waters cannot quench love. Neither can the floods drown it. If you keep my 
commandments you shall abide in my love. Love one another as I have loved you 
then shall your joy be complete.  
 

(The Kingdom of God T:476) We remain seated 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know; 
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 

2. The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
the captives are freed,the sinners find place, 
the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share, 
and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

3. The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 
 

4. God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
and all things cry glory to God all in all. 
Bryn Rees (1911-1983) 
 

The president prays 

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we 

thirst for you. The spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive 

and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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(I come with joy T:385) Please stand 
 

I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall, 
in love laid down for me. 
 

2. I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ’s communion bread. 
 

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 

4. The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here. 
 

5. Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 
we’ll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one. 
Brian Wren (1936-) 
 

The priest prays 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The Lord bless and watch over you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you, the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace all the days of your 
life.  Amen. 
  

The deacon says 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  

 Postlude on ‘Now all the vault of heaven resounds’ (Mansfield) 

Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.   


