
A welcoming, inclusive, Christian community 

Easter 3 

 



 2 

 

We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you have 
come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome. 
  

The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period in which the tone of 
joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained through the following seven weeks, and 
the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ: 
 

Triumphant in his glory now, 
his sceptre ruleth all, 
earth, heaven and hell before him bow, 
and at his footstool fall.     (Fulbert of Chartres) 
 

Early Christians gave the name Pentecost to this whole fifty-day span of rejoicing, 
which Tertullian calls ‘this most joyful period’ (laetissimum spatium). It is sometimes 
also called ‘Great Sunday’. In those places where the custom of lighting the Easter 
Candle at the beginning of Easter is followed, the lit Candle stands prominently in 
church for all the Eastertide services. The Alleluia appears frequently in liturgical 
speech and song; and white or gold vestments and decorations emphasize the joy 
and brightness of the season. 
 
Today’s service (Easter 3):  
President: The Revd Leah Vasey-Saunders 
Preacher: The Revd Dr Susan Salt  
The Readers Dawn Cheetham, Sue Clark. Intercessor: Gill Jenkinson 
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist 
Choir: Boys & ATB. Setting: Little Organ Mass (Haydn) 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Pastoral Services and Times and 
Seasons, material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 and 
2006. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible, Anglicised 
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  Used by permission.  All 
rights reserved.   Christian Copyright Licence 849167 and Music Reproduction Licence M267952, Lancaster Priory.   

Today’s Booklet is sponsored by… 
Tuesday Morning Fellowship 

In grateful thanks for all the friendship 
 shared every Tuesday morning. 
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Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy and we sing the hymn and the altar is 
censed. 
 

(117)  
 

The Day of Resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God! 
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 

 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
    

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
The Lord be with you And also with you.  
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  

Young Church and their leaders gather at the front and the president prays with 
them before they go to their activities. 

The deacon says  
 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by 
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart.   
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our 
neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry  and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.Amen.  

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 
Tr. John Neale (1816-66) 
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The kingdom is yours, but we turn away from your just rule: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The power is yours, but we trust in our own power and strength: 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

The glory is yours, but we fall short of the glory of God: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

The priest says
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you in his 
image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 The choir sings  
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly 
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 
   

  The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept. 
 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: strengthen us to 
proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
  

Please sit. 

Acts 9.1-20 
 

A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles                              

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, 
Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter 
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with 
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up 
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from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and 
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But 
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he 
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and 
before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on 
Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, 
has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 
 

(LP 6) We stand to sing 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 

 

2. That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory 
 

3. Teach us Lord, full obedience 
Holy reverence, true humility 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 
 

4. Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority 
Words of pow'r that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 
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5. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity 
 

6. And by grace we'll stand on Your promises 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us 
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 
 

Revelation 5.11-14 
  

A reading from the Revelation to John         
                                      

I, John, looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, singing with full voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing!’ 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing, ‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever!’ And the four living 
creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and worshipped.    
For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 

 John 21.1-19 
  

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings 
  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

 

The deacon says Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will 
go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ 
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They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it 
in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 
‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in 
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 
about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire 
there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you 
have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the 
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This 
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon 
son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon 
son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, 
‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were 
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and go wherever you wished. But when 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt 
around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God. After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 Please sit.  
 

 Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
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Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

Please sit.   
 

This response is used Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Please stand. 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you 
 

The deacon says Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.  

 (T.NEH 103) During this hymn a collection will be taken. 
  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise: 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the cross a victim  
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 
 

2. Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 
then the golden ears of harvest  
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 
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3. Christ is risen, we are risen; 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 
so that we, with hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be, 
and by angel hands be gathered, 
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 
 
 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise  
 

It Is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful 
hearts the memory of your wonderful works. For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and hell and 
restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has placed them once 
more in paradise and opened them the gate of life eternal. And so, in the joy of this 
Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels and 
the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

The choir sings  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
  

The priest continues How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother 
tenderly gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. When they 
turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. From them you raised up 
Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are 
satisfied. He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death he 
opened wide his arms on the cross. On the night before he died, he came to supper 
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to 
them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.  
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 
 

4. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Saviour, 
who has won the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
to the blessed Trinity.    
C Wordsworth (1807-1885) 
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The deacon says This is the mystery of faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
  

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; we 
remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at 
your right hand. Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your 
creation; may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and 
drink these holy things in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and build 
us into a living temple to your glory. Remember, Lord, your Church in every 
land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace. Bring us at the 
last with all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have 
created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in 
whom, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father 
almighty, in songs of everlasting  praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

We pray together in our preferred version or language.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
  

 Please sit. The choir sings  
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

The congregation are invited to receive communion.
  

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant members of all 
Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, 
please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free hosts are available, please indicate this to the 
president, green cards are available from the sidespeople for this purpose.  
 

 The choir sings Lead me, Lord (Wesley)  
 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face. 
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, that makest me dwell in safety. 
 

(307) We remain seated 
 

Sweet Sacrament divine, 
hid in thine earthly home, 
lo, round thy lowly shrine, 
with suppliant hearts we come; 
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise 
in songs of love and heartfelt praise: 
sweet Sacrament divine.
  

2.  Sweet Sacrament of peace, 
dear home for every heart, 
where restless yearnings cease 
and sorrows all depart; 
there in thine ear all trustfully 
we tell our tale of misery: 
sweet Sacrament of peace. 
 

 

The president prays 

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work; who is 
alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Sweet Sacrament of rest, 
ark from the ocean’s roar, 
within thy shelter blest 
soon may we reach the shore; 
save us, for still the tempest raves, 
save, lest we sink beneath the waves: 
sweet Sacrament of rest. 
 

4.  Sweet Sacrament divine, 
earth’s light and jubilee, 
in thy far depths doth shine 
thy Godhead’s majesty; 
Sweet light, so shine on us, we pray, 
that earthly joys may fade away: 
sweet Sacrament divine. 
Francis Stanfield (1835-1914) 
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(467) Please stand 
 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ. 
  

2. O magnify the Lord with me, 
with me exalt his name; 
when in distress to him I called, 
he to my rescue came. 
 

3. The hosts of God encamp around 
the dwellings of the just; 
deliverance he affords to all 
who on his succour trust. 
 

The priest prays 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing 
in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
The deacon says 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

  
  

 Prelude on ‘Gelobt sei Gott’ (Willan)
 

Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.   

4. O make but trial of his love, 
experience will decide 
how blest are they, and only they, 
who in his truth confide. 
 

5. Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight, 
your wants shall be his care. 
 

6. To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
the God whom we adore, 
be glory, as it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 
Thomas Kelly (1762-1855) Hebrews 2.10 
 


