A welcoming, inclusive, Christian community

Easter 2

We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you have
come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome.
The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period in which the tone of
joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained through the following seven weeks, and
the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ:
Triumphant in his glory now,
his sceptre ruleth all,
earth, heaven and hell before him bow,
and at his footstool fall. (Fulbert of Chartres)
Early Christians gave the name Pentecost to this whole fifty-day span of rejoicing,
which Tertullian calls ‘this most joyful period’ (laetissimum spatium). It is sometimes
also called ‘Great Sunday’. In those places where the custom of lighting the Easter
Candle at the beginning of Easter is followed, the lit Candle stands prominently in
church for all the Eastertide services. The Alleluia appears frequently in liturgical
speech and song; and white or gold vestments and decorations emphasize the joy
and brightness of the season.
Today’s service (Easter 2):
President: TBC
Preacher: Lois Kirtley
The Readers David Lewis, Pam Robinson. Intercessor: Hilary Hopwood
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist
Choir: Occasional Singers. Setting: Festive Eucharist (Rawsthorne)

Today’s Booklet is sponsored by…
Linda Altham
In celebration of her Great Granddaughter’s first birthday on 26 April.
Happy Birthday Beatrice.
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Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy enter during an organ improvisation,
we then sing the hymn and the altar is censed.
(113)
Love’s redeeming work is done;
fought the fight, the battle won:
lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er,
lo, he sets in blood no more.
2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ has burst the gates of hell;
death in vain forbids his rise;
Christ has opened paradise.

4. Soar we now where Christ has led,
following our exalted Head;
made like him, like him we rise;
ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

3. Lives again our glorious King;
where, O death, is now thy sting?
dying once, he all doth save;
where thy victory, O grave?

5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven!
Praise to thee by both be given:
thee we greet triumphant now;
hail, the Resurrection Thou!
Charles Wesley 1707-1788

The president says
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you And also with you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Young Church and their leaders gather at the front and the president prays with
them before they go to their activities.
The deacon says
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true
heart. Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our
neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.
The choir sing
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
The priest says
May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you in his
image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The choir sings
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.
The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept.
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again
for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and
wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through
the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Please sit.
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Acts 5.27-32
A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles
When the temple police had brought the apostles, they made them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered,
‘We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors
raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at
his right hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.’
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
The choir sing
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.
Joyful shouts of salvation sound from the tents of the righteous:‘The right hand
of the Lord does mighty deeds;the right hand of the Lord raises up; the right
hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’
I shall not die, but live and declare the works of the Lord.The Lord has punished
me sorely, but he has not given me over to death.
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks to the
Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have become my
salvation. The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day that the
Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Come, O Lord, and save us we
pray. Come, Lord, send us now prosperity.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; we bless you from the house
of the Lord. The Lord is God; he has given us light;link the pilgrims with cords
right to the horns of the altar.
You are my God and I will thank you; you are my God and I will exalt you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good
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Revelation 1.4-8
A reading from the Revelation to John
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who
is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins
by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is
to come, the Almighty.
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
John 20.19-31
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The deacon says Alleluia! Christ is Risen He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John Glory to you, O Lord
When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the
Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week
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later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with
you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him,
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
Please stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please sit.
This response is used Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
And at the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Please stand.
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you
The deacon says Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.
(103) During this hymn a collection will be taken.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hearts to heaven and voices raise:
sing to God a hymn of gladness,
sing to God a hymn of praise:
he who on the cross a victim
for the world’s salvation bled,
Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
now is risen from the dead.

3. Christ is risen, we are risen;
shed upon us heavenly grace,
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory
from the brightness of thy face;
that we, with our hearts in heaven,
here on earth may fruitful be,
and by angel-hands be gathered,
and be ever, Lord, with thee.

2. Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits
of the holy harvest field,
which will all its full abundance
at his second coming yield;
then the golden ears of harvest
will their heads before him wave,
ripened by his glorious sunshine,
from the furrows of the grave.

4. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glory be to God on high;
Alleluia to the Saviour
who has won the victory;
Alleluia to the spirit,
fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
to the Triune Majesty.
Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise
Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world. In love
you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death. Your Word goes out to
call us home to the city where angels sing your praise:
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The choir sing
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The priest continues
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and
as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your
Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to
them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all
upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we
look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the
memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
The deacon says Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine
majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in the body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who
stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of
everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

9

We pray together in our preferred version or language.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Please sit as the choir sing
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sin: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us peace.
The congregation are invited to receive communion.
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant members of all
Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing,
please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free hosts are available, please indicate this to the
president, green cards are available from the sidespeople for this purpose.

The choir sings Christ the Lord is risen again (Foster)
Christ, the Lord is risen again! Christ hath broken every chain!
Hark, the angels shout for joy, Singing evermore on high,
Alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord is risen again!
He who gave for us his life, Who for us endured the strife,
Is our Paschal Lamb today! We too sing for joy, and say Alleluia, alleluia! Christ the
Lord is risen again!
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He who bore all pain and loss Comfortless upon the Cross,
Lives in glory now on high, Pleads for us, and hears our cry.
Alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord is risen again!
Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, today the people feed,
Take our sins and guilt away, That we all may sing for ay, Alleluia, alleluia! Christ the
Lord is risen again!
(295) We remain seated
Let all mortal flesh keep silence
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture in the body and the blood he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food

4. At his feet the six-winged seraphs,
cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia! Lord most high.
tr: Gerard Moultrie 1829-1885

The president prays
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your
children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from
the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
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(296) Please stand
Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour
first-begotten from the dead,
thou alone, our strong defender,
liftest up thy people’s head.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Jesu, true and living bread.

4. Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished
once for all when thou wast slain,
in its fullness undiminished
shall for evermore remain,
Alleluia, alleluia,
cleansing souls from every stain.

2. Here our humblest homage pay we,
here in loving reverence bow;
here for faith’s discernment pray we,
lest we fail to know thee now.
Alleluia, alleluia,
thou art here, we ask not how.
3. Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
as of old in Bethlehem,
here as there thine angels hail thee,
branch and flower of Jesse’s stem.
Alleluia, alleluia,
we in worship join with them.

5. Life-imparting heavenly manna,
stricken rock with streaming side,
heaven and earth with loud hosanna
worship thee, the Lamb who died,
Alleluia, alleluia,
risen, ascended, glorified!
GH Bourne 1840-1925

The priest prays
Alleluia! Christ is Risen He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
The deacon says
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude on ‘Ellacombe’ (Powell)
Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.
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