A welcoming, inclusive, Christian community

2 Before Lent

We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you have
come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome.
We are currently in the part of the church year known as Ordinary Time. This is the
part of the year where we are not celebrating one of the great festivals of our faith
or preparing ourselves for celebration. It is a time to give thanks and praise for the
ordinary, everyday blessings we know in our lives and to bring our concerns and
failings to God, asking him to transform us and our world into his likeness.
The restrictions under which our services are being conducted at the moment are
part of our responsibility to ensure that all who worship and visit the priory feel safe
and valued. These are available on an additional flyer at the back of church. Thank
you for your patience.
Today’s service (2 Before Lent):
President: The Revd Leah Vasey-Saunders, Vicar of Lancaster
Preacher: Prof Richard Carter, Licensed Lay Minister
The Readers: Christine Dickinson, John Dickinson. Intercessor: Awena Carter
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist
Choir: Occasional Singers. Setting: Mass of St Cedd (Nardone)

Today’s Booklet is sponsored by…
Linda Altham and family
In memory of John Altham,
for the first anniversary of our parting on 24th February. God Bless.

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Pastoral Services and Times and
Seasons, material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 and
2006. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible, Anglicised
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Christian Copyright Licence 849167 and Music Reproduction Licence M267952, Lancaster Priory.
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Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy enter during an organ improvisation,
we then sing the hymn and the altar is censed.
(440)
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, for he is
thy health and salvation:
Come ye who hear,
brothers and sisters draw near,
praise him in glad adoration.

3. Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper
thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy
here daily attend thee:
ponder anew
All the Almighty can do,
He who with love doth befriend thee.

2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so
wondrously reigneth
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so
gently sustaineth:
Hast thou not seen
All that is needful hath been
Granted in what he ordaineth?

4. Praise to the Lord! O Let all that
is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now
with praises before him!
Let the Amen
sound from his people again:
gladly for ay we adore him!
Tr Catherine Winkworth 1827-78

The president says
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Young Church and their leaders gather at the front and the president prays with
them before they go to their activities.
The deacon says
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. Let us confess
our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and
to live in love and peace with all.
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God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We turn from the wrong
that we have thought and said and done, and are mindful of all that we have
failed to do. For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us for all that is past,
and help us to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen.

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The priest says
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We sing
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept.
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your
own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all
your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy
Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen.
Please sit.
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Genesis 2. 4b-9, 15-25
A reading from the book of Genesis.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In
the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field
was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a
stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then
the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a
garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of
the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and
good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden
of Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ Then the Lord God said,
‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’ So
out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the
air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the
man called each living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle,
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was
not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman
and brought her to the man. Then the man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was
taken.’ Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and
they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not
ashamed. For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
The choir sing
Happy are they whom you choose to dwell in your courts
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; to you that answer prayer shall vows be
paid. To you shall all flesh come to confess their sins; when our misdeeds prevail
against us, you will purge them away.
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there. We
shall be satisfied with the blessings of your house, even of your holy temple.
With wonders you will answer us in your righteousness, O God of our
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salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. In your
strength you set fast the mountains and are girded about with might.
You still the raging of the seas, the roaring of their waves and the clamour of the
peoples. Those who dwell at the ends of the earth tremble at your marvels;
the gates of the morning and evening sing your praise.
You visit the earth and water it; you make it very plenteous. The river of God is
full of water; you prepare grain for your people, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; you soften the ground with
showers and bless its increase. You crown the year with your goodness ,and your
paths overflow with plenty.
May the pastures of the wilderness flow with goodness and the hills be girded
with joy. May the meadows be clothed with flocks of sheep and the valleys
stands so thick with corn that they shall laugh and sing.
Happy are they whom you choose to dwell in your courts
Rev ch.4
A reading from the Revelation to John.
After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, which
I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you
what must take place after this.’ At once I was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood
a throne, with one seated on the throne! And the one seated there looks like jasper
and cornelian, and around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around
the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four
elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. Coming from the
throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of
the throne burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God; and in
front of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal. Around the
throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front
and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox,
the third living creature with a face like a human face, and the fourth living creature
like a flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full
of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing, ‘Holy, holy,
holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.’ And whenever the
living creatures give glory and honour and thanks to the one who is seated on the
throne, who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is
seated on the throne and worship the one who lives for ever and ever; they cast their
crowns before the throne, singing, ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed
and were created.’ For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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Luke 8.22-25
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
This is he who proclaims the love of God Alleluia alleluia, alleluia
The deacon says The Lord be with you. And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke Glory to you, O Lord
One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, ‘Let us go across
to the other side of the lake.’ So they put out, and while they were sailing he fell
asleep. A gale swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they
were in danger. They went to him and woke him up, shouting, ‘Master, Master, we
are perishing!’ And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they
ceased, and there was a calm. He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ They were
afraid and amazed, and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that he commands
even the winds and the water, and they obey him?’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
Please stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Please sit.
This response is used Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
And at the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Please stand.
Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God. We meet in the
name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you
The deacon says Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.
(LP39) During this hymn a collection will be taken.

1. Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair
Lord, in Your suffering world this is our prayer.
Bread for your children, justice, joy, peace,
Sunrise to sunset Your kingdom increase!
2. Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills,
Work for the craftsmen, trade for their skills;
Land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak,
Voices to plead the cause of those who can’t speak.
God of the poor, friend of the weak,
Give us compassion we pray;
Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain;
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame.
3. Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear,
Cities for sanctuary, freedom to share.
Peace to the killing-fields, scorched earth to green,
Christ for the bitterness, His cross for the pain.
4. Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams
Plundered and poisoned – our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed;
Make us content with the things that we need.
God of the poor, friend of the weak…
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5. Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame
Until Your justice burns brightly again;
Until the nations learn of Your ways,
Seek your salvation and bring You their praise.
God of the poor, friend of the weak,
Give us compassion we pray;
Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain;
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame.
Words and Music Graham Kendrick

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise
Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ,
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by you
in your great goodness to be our Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took
flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to death by
dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your
will and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing:
All sing
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The priest continues
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of
your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night
that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to
them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.
The deacon says Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made
once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial
of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you
this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your
presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
We pray together in our preferred version or language.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Please sit as we all sing
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
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The congregation are invited to receive communion.
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant members of all
Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing,
please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free hosts are available, please indicate this to the
president, green cards are available from the sidespeople for this purpose.

The choir sings Ave Verum Corpus (Elgar)
Ave verum corpus, natum Ex Maria virgine, Vere passum, immolatum In cruce pro
homine. Cuius latus perforatum Vero fluxit sanguine; Esto nobis
praegustatum, Mortis in examine. O clemens, o pie, o dulcis Iesu, Fili Mariae.
Hail true body, born of the virgin Mary, truly killed, dying on the cross for
humankind. From whose pierced flank flowed the true blood; behold him now,
tested for us, through the trial of death. O clement, O holy, O sweet Jesus, Son of
Mary
(353) We remain seated
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.

4.Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

2.In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

5.Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire
speak through the earthquake, wind, and
fire,
O still small voice of calm.
John Greeenleaf Whittier 1807-1892

3.O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity
interpreted by love!
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The president prays
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly
paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your Church: may we who have been
nourished at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son
Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
(361) Please stand
Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true King.

4. Christ’s are our lips, his word we
speak;
prophets are we whose deeds proclaim
Christ’s truth in love, that we may be
Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s
name.

2. King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings;
kingship with him his servants gain;
with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all,
5. We are the Church; Christ bids us
Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign.
show
3. Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth
that in his Church all nations find
This world of time to consecrate,
their hearth and home, where Christ
this world of sin by grace to heal,
restores
Christ’s world in Christ to re-create.
true peace, true love, to humankind.
James Quinn 1919 - 2010
The priest
prays
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen
The deacon says Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Allegro (Sonata No.1 in E flat) (Bach)
Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.
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