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We are really pleased that you are worshipping with us today. Wherever you have 
come from, this is your church and you are unconditionally welcome. 
  

Between Epiphany (06 January) and Candlemas (02 February), the Bible readings 
explore different aspects of the coming of Christ as “a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2.32). This Sunday’s Gospel 
recounts the third “luminous mystery” of Jesus’s adult ministry: Jesus’ proclamation 
of the Kingdom as he reads the scroll of Isaiah in the Temple. Next week is 
Candlemas where we remember Mary and Joseph presenting Jesus in the Temple 
to Simeon and Anna. 

 

The restrictions under which our services are being conducted at the moment are 
part of our responsibility to ensure that all who worship and visit the priory feel safe 
and valued.  These are available on an additional flyer at the back of church. Thank 
you for your patience. 
 
Today’s service (Epiphany 3):  
President: The Revd Leah Vasey-Saunders, Vicar of Lancaster 
Preacher:  The Revd Canon John Roff, Hon. Associate Priest 
The Readers: Alec Crouch, Jan Crouch. Intercessor: David Redmore 
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist. 
Choir: Boys & ATB. Setting: Westmorland Mass (Pattinson) 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Pastoral Services and Times and 
Seasons, material from which is included in this service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 and 
2006. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible, Anglicised 
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  Used by permission.  All 
rights reserved.   Christian Copyright Licence 849167 and Music Reproduction Licence M267952, Lancaster Priory.   
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Please stand as the choir, servers and clergy enter during an organ improvisation, 
we then sing the hymn and the altar is censed. 
 

(239)  
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hand swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing, and give us we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Jan Struther 1901-53 

  
The president says 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you and also with you. 

  

The deacon says  
We have come together as God's family and to pray for the recovery of the unity of 
Christ's Church and for the renewal of our common life. The Lord is full of 
gentleness and compassion. In penitence and faith let us ask his forgiveness of our 
sins. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour  
In thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.  

Amen.  
 

All sing 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
 

The priest says 
 

May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins, and assure us of 
his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 All sing  
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly 
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 
 

  The priest says ‘let us pray’ and silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving 
presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our 
weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ  your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the  Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
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Please sit. 

Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 
 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told 
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to 
Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men 
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of 
the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those 
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of 
the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God and all the people answered, ‘Amen, 
Amen,’ lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the 
Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of 
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard 
the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for 
this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.’  
 

For the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God  
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
One day pours out its song to another   
and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 

 

They have neither speech nor language   
and their voices are not heard, 
Yet their sound has gone out into all lands   
and their words to the ends of the world.   

In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun,   
that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 
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It goes forth from the end of the heavens 
and runs to the very end again,   
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God 
 

 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a  
 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
If the foot would say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, ‘Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet 
one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we 
think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater 
honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, 
all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds 
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
But strive for the greater gifts. 
  

For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 Luke 4.14-21 
  

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, the cantor sings 
  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. Alleluia alleluia, alleluia 
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The deacon says The Lord be with you. And also with you  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke Glory to you, O Lord  
     

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues 
and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Please sit.  
 

 Please stand 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  



 8 

Please sit.   
 

This response is used Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 Please stand. 
 

If our life in Christ means anything, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we 
have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your 
conviction and united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  and also with you 
 

The deacon says Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

We acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.  

 (LP41) During this hymn a collection will be taken. 

 
Joy has dawned upon the world, 
Promised from creation: 
God’s salvation now unfurled, 
Hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, 
Not with scenes of glory. 
But a humble gift of love: 
Jesus born of Mary. 
 

3. Shepherds bow before the Lamb, 
Gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands 
Prophesy the story. 
Gold, a King is born today, 
Incense, God is with us, 
Myrrh, His death will make a way, 
And by His blood He’ll win us. 
 
 
2 

2. Sounds of wonder fill the sky 
With the songs of angels, 
As the mighty Prince of Life 
Shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, 
Shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother’s breast, 
Vulnerable and helpless. 
 

4. Son of Adam, Son of heaven, 
Given as a ransom, 
Reconciling God and man, 
Christ our mighty Champion. 
What a Saviour, what a Friend, 
What a glorious mystery: 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, 
Now the Lord of history. 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the 
Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is 
right to give thanks and praise  
 

Father, all-powerful and ever-living 
God, we do well always and everywhere to 
give you thanks through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. By him, your only Son, who restored to us peace through the blood of his 
cross, you willed to reconcile all creatures. In him you have led us to the knowledge 
of your truth, that bound together by one faith and one baptism we might become 
his body. Through him you have given your Holy Spirit to all peoples to work 
marvels by innumerable gifts and an abundant variety of graces. Gathering us 
together in unity, your Spirit dwells in the hearts of all your children, filling the 
whole Church with his presence and guiding it with wisdom from above. And so, 
with steadfast love, we proclaim your glory and join with hosts of angels in their 
triumphant hymn of praise:  

 

All sing 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
  

The priest continues 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we 
obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine 
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  On the night before 
he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke 
the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.   
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to 
them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.  So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.  
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Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death 
and resurrection until he comes in glory.  
 

The deacon says Jesus Christ is Lord:  Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have 
set us free. You are the Saviour of the world.  
 

 

The priest continues  
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and 
justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your 
table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ,  and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

  

 Please sit. All sing 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sin: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

The priest invites the congregation to receive communion.
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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The priest and people receive communion. We welcome communicant members of all 
Christian denominations to receive communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, 
please carry this booklet with you. Gluten-free hosts are available, please indicate this to 
the president, green cards are available from the sidespeople for this purpose.  

 The choir sings Ave verum corpus (Byrd) 
 

Ave, verum corpus natum de Maria Virgine, Vere passum immolatum in Cruce pro 
homine, Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine, Esto nobis praegustatum 
in mortis examine. 
 

Hail, true body born of the Virgin Mary, Who truly suffered, sacrificed on the Cross for 
mankind, Whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood, Be for us a foretaste In the 
test of death. 
   

(52) We remain seated 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 

2. Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

 

3. Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 

4. These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

 

5. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
     J.S.B. Monsell 1811-1875 
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The president prays 

Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may 
your people, illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with the radiance of his 
glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for 
he is alive and reigns,now and for ever.  Amen. 
  

 (366) Please stand 
 

God of mercy, God of grace, 
show the brightness of thy face; 
shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 
fill thy church with light divine; 
and thy saving health extend 
unto earth’s remotest end. 
 

2. Let the people praise thee, Lord; 
be by all that live adored; 
let the nations shout and sing 
glory to their Saviour King; 
at thy feet their tribute pay, 
and thy holy will obey. 
 
  

The priest prays 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, teach you to walk in his way more 
trustfully, to accept his truth more faithfully, and to share his life  more lovingly; that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may come as one family to the kingdom of the 
Father. And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you 
all, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Deacon says One in heart and one in mind, and empowered by the Spirit, go in 
the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
  

Trumpet Tune (Purcell)
Please remain standing while the servers, choir and clergy depart.   

3. Let the people praise thee, Lord; 
earth shall then her fruits afford; 
God to man his blessing give, 
man to God devoted live; 
all below , and all above, 
one in joy and light and love. 
Henry Francis Lyte 1793-1847 

 


