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A very warm welcome to all our visitors, especially if you are visiting us for the 
first time. There will be many of our church family who will not yet feel able to 
worship with us in church—though they continue to join us on the live-stream .  
The collection plate will be at the back of Church or you can make an electronic 
payment, or join our Planned Giving Scheme. Happily, congregational singing is 
now permitted in church. We encourage wearing of masks except when seated. 
Holy Communion will be given (only in one kind) at the chancel step, please 
follow the direction of the stewards, keeping social distancing as you line up and 
return via the side aisles to your seat. We are grateful for your patience . 
 

President: The Revd Dr Gary Bowness, Hon Associate Priest 
Sermon: The Revd Canon Brenda Harding, Hon Associate Priest 
Readers: Lois Kirtley, Alice Granger 
Intercessor: Hilary Hopwood 
Organist: Jeremy Truslove  
Setting: Mass of St Thomas (Thorne)   
Final Voluntary:  Prelude in C, BWV 547 (Bach)   
6.30pm Evening Prayer with hymns (BCP)  
Officiant:  Canon Christine Mullineaux, Licensed Lay Minister   

Services next Sunday 29 August—Trinity 13 
8.00am Holy Communion 
President: The Revd Canon Peter Cavanagh, Hon Associate Priest,  
10.00am Priory Eucharist  
President: The Revd Canon Paul Warren, Hon Associate Priest 
Sermon: The Revd Canon Brenda Harding, Hon Associate Priest 
12.15pm Holy Baptism of Ivy Chambers and Reggie Evans  
6.30pm Evening Prayer with hymns (BCP)  
Officiant:   The Revd Canon Brenda Harding, Hon Associate Priest 

THE SERVICE SHEET THIS WEEK  
IS SPONSORED BY BEVERLEY ROBERTS  

TO CELEBRATE THE 90TH BIRTHDAY  
OF VIOLET HOUGHRAIN ON 23 AUGUST.  

SENT WITH LOVE AND CONGRATULATIONS  
FROM ALL HER FRIENDS. 

AND ALSO SPONSORED BY NICK WALKER 
IN MEMORY OF MILDRED WALKER 

WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN 95 TOMORROW 

90 
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THE WELCOME and Notices - 

Please join in the singing of the hymns and in saying the words in bold type. We 
stand at the entry of the ministers to sing the opening HYMN (204, T.205) 

  

Blessèd city, heavenly Salem, 
vision dear of peace and love, 
who of living stones art builded 
in the height of heaven above, 
and with angel hosts encircled, 
as a bride dost earthward move! 

    
2. From celestial realms descending, 
bridal glory round thee shed, 
meet for him whose love espoused thee, 
to thy Lord shalt thou be led; 
all thy streets and all thy bulwarks 
of pure gold are fashioned. 
    

3. Bright thy gates of pearl are shining, 
they are open evermore; 
and by virtue of his merits 
thither faithful souls do soar, 
who for Christ's dear name in this world 
pain and tribulation bore. 
    
The priest greets the congregation: 
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
  Amen. 
  The Lord be with you      and also with you. 
  

The deacon invites us to confess our sins 
  By the mercies of God, let us confess our sins and present our  
  bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to him,  
  which is our spiritual worship.   
 Most merciful God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 In your mercy forgive what we have been,  
 help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 
 that we may do justly, love mercy, 
 and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 

4. Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the Head and comer-stone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the church in one, 
Holy Sion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 

5. Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 
while unending ages run. Amen 
 

Tr. John Mason Neale (1818-66 
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 ALL SING THE KYRIE 

  Lord have mercy   Lord have mercy.   
  Christ have mercy  Christ have mercy. 
  Lord have mercy Lord have mercy. 
 

The priest pronounces the  

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION  
  Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
  you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;  
  through Jesus Christ  our Lord.   
  Amen. 
  

ALL SING THE GLORIA (Mass of Saint Thomas – Thorne) 

 Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 
 Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father. 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
 glory. Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 
 Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father. 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
 receive our prayer. 
 Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest. 
 For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Glory to God, Glory to God,  
 Glory to God in the Highest. Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT 
  Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear 
  than we to pray and to give more than either we desire or  
  deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,  
  forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid  
  and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask  
  but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our 
  Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy   
  Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Please sit for THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Joshua         (Joshua 24.1-2a;14-18) 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, 
the heads, the judges, and the officers of  Israel; and they presented themselves 
before God. And Joshua said to all the people,  ‘Now therefore revere the LORD, 
and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the  LORD. Now if you 
are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day  whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will 
serve the LORD.’ Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the LORD to serve other gods;  for it is the LORD our God who brought us 
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and 
who did those great signs in our sight. He  protected us along all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove 
out before us all the  peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.’  
 

For the word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 34 
O taste and see that the Lord is gracious 
 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous  
and his ears are open to their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,  
to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 

The righteous cry and the Lord hears them  
and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted   
and will save those who are crushed in spirit. 
 

Many are the troubles of the righteous;  
from them all will the Lord deliver them. 
He keeps all their bones,   
so that not one of them is broken. 
 

But evil shall slay the wicked   
and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
The Lord ransoms the life of his servants   
and will condemn none who seek refuge in him. 
 

O taste and see that the Lord is gracious 
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THE SECOND READING 

A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians                                           (Ephs 6.10-20) 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour 
of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our 
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole 
armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and 
having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of 
truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes 
for your feet put on  whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 
peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in 
every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message 
may be given to me to make known with  boldness the  mystery of the gospel, 
for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I 
must speak.  
 

For the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL 

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation: 
Cantor:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia   
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 

  This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 

Deacon:  The Lord be with you.   
  And also with you 
 

Deacon:  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John      
  Glory to you, O Lord         

 (John 6.56-69) 
Jesus said to the crowd: ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood  abide in 
me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But 
the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things while he was 
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. When many of his disciples heard it, 
they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware 
that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? 
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Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is 
the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew 
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that 
would betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come 
to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ Because of this many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish 
to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.’  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

SERMON   The Revd Canon Brenda Harding 

 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
 Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
These responses may be used 
Leader:  Lord, in your mercy    
  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:  Merciful Father, 
  accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
  our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

All stand for 

THE PEACE 
  Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have 
  been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he 
  is our peace. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you    
  and also with you 
 

Deacon:   Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a sign of peace 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
The Gifts are brought to the Altar. The collection is taken as the  

HYMN (322) is sung. 
 

Fight the good fight with all thy might; 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 
lay hold on life, and it shall be 
thy joy and crown eternally. 
 

2. Run the straight race through God's good grace, 
lift up thine eyes, and seek his face; 
life with its way before us lies; 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

3. Cast care aside, upon thy guide; 
lean, and his mercy will provide; 
lean, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 

The priest prepares the bread and wine 
  With this bread that we bring     
  we shall remember Jesus. 
 

  With this wine that we bring      
  we shall remember Jesus. 
 

4. Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; 
he changeth not, and thou art dear; 
only believe, and thou shalt see 
that Christ is all in all to thee. 

JSB Monsell (1811-1875) 
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  Bread for his body, wine for his blood,   
  we shall remember Jesus. 
Please remain standing, if you feel able, until after we have recited the Lord's 
Prayer together and seen the bread broken before us. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
  The Lord be with you  And also with you. 
  

  Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give thanks and praise 
  

  You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, for by 
  the breath of your mouth you have spoken your  word, and all  
  things have come into being. You fashioned us in your image and 
  placed us in the garden of your delight. Though we chose the path 
  of rebellion you would not abandon your own. Again and again you 
  drew us into your covenant of grace. You gave your people the law 
  and taught us by your prophets to look for your reign of justice, 
  mercy and peace. As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on 
  earth, we echo the song of the angels in heaven, evermore praising 
  you and singing: 
  

ALL SING THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest 
  

  Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and 
  light, yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ you reveal the  
  power of your love made perfect in our human weakness.  
  Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation;  
  loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us; dying for his 
  own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, that we might rise and 
  reign with him in glory. On the night he gave up himself for us  
  all he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to 
  his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
  you; do this in remembrance of me.  
 

  In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
  he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of 
  the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the  
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  forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in   
  remembrance of me.  
  Therefore we proclaim the  death that he suffered on the cross, 
 we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we 
 rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high and we long for his 
  coming in glory. As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our 
 redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your  
 creation be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 form us into the likeness of Christ and make us a perfect offering in 
  your sight.  
 
 

  Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of 
 our hearts. Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free  
 and fill your Church with power from on high. Gather your people 
 from the ends of the earth to feast with all your saints at the table 
 in your kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection 
 in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
 almighty Father, for ever and ever.   
  Amen. 
  

  Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
  (each in our own language) 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
  God here among us, light in the midst of us,  
  bring us to light and life. 
  
Please stand as ... 
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ALL SING THE AGNUS DEI 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
  grant us peace. 
 

The priest invites the congregation to receive communion 
  God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
  Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
All Christians who are members in good standing of their own denominations are 
invited to receive Holy Communion (only the Bread). Please follow directions from 
the stewards and maintain social distancing as you line up. Holy Communion is 
received from the priest at the chancel step, as the communion wafer is placed on 
your palm. If you would prefer to receive a Blessing, please bring this order of service 
with you. If you require a gluten free wafer please bring a green card which you can 
find near the entrance to the church. 
 

and then, still sitting, we sing … 

HYMN (320i) 

O perfect Love, all human thought transcending, 
lowly we kneel in prayer before thy throne, 
that theirs may be the love which knows no ending, 
whom thou for evermore does join in one. 
 

O perfect Life, be thou their full assurance 
of tender charity and steadfast faith, 
of patient hope, and quiet brave endurance, 
with childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death. 
 

Grant them the joy which brightens earthly sorrow, 
grant them the peace which calms all earthly strife; 
and to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow 
that dawns upon eternal love and life. 

Dorothy F. Gurney (1858-1932) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  God of all mercy, in this Eucharist you have set aside our sins  
  and given us your healing: grant that we who are made whole in  
  Christ may bring that healing to this broken world,  
    in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 HYMN (475)    
 Ye holy angels bright, 
     who wait at God’s right hand, 
     or through the realms of light 
     fly at your Lord’s command, 
     assist our song, 
     for else the theme 
     too high doth seem 

    for mortal tongue. 
 

     2. Ye blessèd souls at rest, 
     who ran this earthly race, 
     and now, from sin released, 
     behold the Saviour’s face, 
     God’s praises sound, 
     as in his sight 
     with sweet delight 
       ye do abound. 
 

 
The priest gives                        

THE BLESSING 
  May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up  
  to eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory;  
  and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the  
  Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.   
  Amen. 
  

Deacon:  Our Eucharist is ended,  
  let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
  
  

 

3.Ye saints, who toil below, 
adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 
some joyful anthem sing; 
take what he gives 
and praise him still,  
through good and ill, 
who ever lives! 

      

4. My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above, 
and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love; 
let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate’er he send, 
be filled with praise. 

 

Richard Baxter (1615-1691) and others 

 


