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A very warm welcome to all our visitors, especially if you are visiting us for the first 
time. There will be many of our church family who will not yet feel able to worship with 
us in church—though they will continue to join us as we live-stream the service as we 
have done for the last months.  
We are also much constrained in what we are able to do to ensure the safety of all who 
are present in the Priory today.  
It is mandatory to wear face masks in the Priory. You will be guided to your seats by a 
steward, and we ask you to take your seat in the pew to which you are guided.  
Unfortunately, singing is not yet permitted, so there will be no hymns, though we are 
able to appreciate the organ—and now the choral music. The collection plate will be at 
the back of Church or you can make an electronic payment, or join our Planned Giving 
Scheme. 
Holy Communion will be given (only in one kind) at the chancel step, please follow the 
direction of the stewards, and keep social distancing as you line up and return to your 
seat via the side aisles.  
At the end of the service, please wait, as we will be leaving church starting with the 
back rows first. (unless you wish to stay to the end of the organ voluntary.) 
Due to the new restrictions please do not socialise after the service.  
We continue to do all we can to ensure the safety of our congregation members, and 
are grateful for your patience as we work through these challenging times together as 
the people of God in this place. 
 

President: The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster 
Sermon: The Revd Canon Paul Warren 
Choir Setting: Little Organ Mass (Haydn) 
Readers: Rod Aveyard, Miriam Jenkinson 
Intercessor: Sue Clark 
Organist: Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist  
Introit:  Epiphany (Bullard) 
Offertory:  Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (Telemann) 
Final Voluntary: Postlude on 'Was lebet' (Tambling) 
6.30pm Festal Evensong  
  Officiant:  The Vicar 
 

Services next Sunday 10  January —Baptism of Christ 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
10.00am Priory Eucharist   
 
 
6.30pm   Choral Evensong  
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 THE WELCOME and Notices – The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster 

Please join in saying the words in bold type.  
 
The priest greets the congregation: 
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  The Lord be with you      and also with you. 
  
  

The deacon invites us to confess our sins 
  The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus 
  Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us 
  confess our sins. 
  

  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
  we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
  in thought and word and deed, 
  through negligence,  through weakness, 
  through our own deliberate fault. 
  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
  who died for us, forgive us all that is past  
  and grant that we may serve you in      
  newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 

THE CHOIR SINGS THE KYRIE 
  Lord have mercy upon us,  
  Christ have mercy upon us,  
  Lord have mercy upon us. 
  

The priest pronounces the WORDS OF ABSOLUTION  
  Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon  
  you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and   
  strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through  
  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE CHOIR SINGS THE GLORIA 

  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord  
  God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we  
  give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only  
  Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of  
  the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the  
  Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone  
  are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy  
  Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by 
faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
 

Please sit for … 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of  the Prophet Isaiah           (Isaiah 60.1-6) 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  
 
For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

Please sit for … 

PSALM 72 vv10-15  
 

May all nations be blest in him 
 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; 
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 
All nations shall fall down before him; 
all nations shall do him service. 
 

For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, 
the needy and those who have no helper. 
He shall have pity on the weak and poor, 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
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He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
Long may he live; 
unto him may be given gold from Sheba; 
may prayer be made for him continually  
and may they bless him all the day long. 

 

May all nations be blest in him 
 

THE SECOND READING 
A reading from the  letter of Paul to the Ephesians                                   (Ephesians 3.1-12) 
 

I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - for surely you have 
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 
In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift 
of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 
the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;  so that through the church the 
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him.  
 
For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL 

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation: 
Cantor:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia   
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 

  Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations and  
  believed in throughout the world. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
  

Deacon:  The Lord be with you.    
  And also with you 
 

Deacon:   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
  Glory to you, O Lord 
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Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’  When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.”’  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  
SERMON    The Revd Canon Paul Warren 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.   
  Amen.  
  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
These responses may be used 
Leader:  Lord, in your mercy    
  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:  Merciful Father, 
  accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
  our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
All stand for  

THE PEACE 
  Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his  
  government and of peace there shall be no end. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you    
  and also with you 
 

Deacon:   Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace 
  
 

THE OFFERTORY 
The Gifts are brought to the Altar.  
The priest prepares the bread and wine: 
  Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
  not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
  but hearts and voices raised in praise 
  of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation.  
  Amen. 
  

Please remain standing, if you feel able, until after we have recited the Lord's Prayer 
together and seen the bread broken before us. 
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
  The Lord be with you  
  And also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts.   
  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give thanks and praise 
  

  All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,  mighty creator, 
  ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:  for at this 
  time we celebrate your glory made present in our midst. In the coming 
  of the magi the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.  In the 
  waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to 
  redeem us. In the water made wine the new creation was revealed at 
  the wedding feast. Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into  
  joy. Therefore with all the angels of heaven  we lift our voices to  
  proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
  

THE CHOIR SINGS THE SANCTUS  
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
    

  Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour  
  Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant 
  that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be 
  to us his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was  
  betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
  disciples, saying: Take, eat;  this is my body which is given for you; do this 
  in remembrance of me.  
  

  In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you   
  thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my  
  blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for  
  the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in   
  remembrance of me.  
 

  Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made 
  once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and  
  glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this 
  bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
  

Deacon:  Great is the mystery of faith: 
  Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
   Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks  
  and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of 
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  your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love  
  and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
  Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy  
  Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
  we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
  Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. 
  Amen. 
  

  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
  (each in our own language) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation;  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
  the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
  Though we are many, we are one body, 
  because we all share in one bread. 
 

 Please kneel or sit as 

THE CHOIR SINGS THE AGNUS DEI 
     Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
     Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
     Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
  

The priest invites the congregation to receive communion 
  'I am the bread of life,' says the Lord; ‘whoever comes to me will  
  never hunger; whoever believes in me will never thirst.' 
 
 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
All Christians who are members in good standing of their own denominations are invited 
to receive Holy Communion (only the Bread). Please follow directions from the stewards 
and maintain social distancing as you line up. Holy Communion is received from the 
priest at the chancel step, as the communion wafer is placed on your palm. If you would 
prefer to receive a Blessing, please bring this order of service with you. If you require a 
gluten free wafer please bring a green card which you can find near the entrance to the 
church. 
 



10 

 

During the Communion the choir sings the anthem: The three kings (Cornelius) 
Three Kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star: 
and this the quest of the travellers three, where the new-born King of the 
Jews may be. Full royal gifts they bear for the King; Gold, incense, myrrh 
are their offering. How brightly shines the morning star! With grace and 
truth from heaven afar our Jesse tree now bloweth.  
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make 
their way, and there in worship they bend the knee, as Mary’s child in her 
lap they see; their royal gifts they show to the King; gold, incense, myrrh 
are their offering. Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, for thee, my 
Bridegroom, King divine, my soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem the Kings are travelling, travel with 
them! The star of mercy, the star of grace,shall lead thy heart to its 
resting place.Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; offer thy heart to 
the infant King. Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life 
bestowing.Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with 
  the wise men have been drawn by your light discern the glory of your 
  presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Amen. 
 
The priest gives  

THE BLESSING 
  Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and  
  gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the  
  blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be  
  among you and remain with you always.   
  Amen. 
  

Deacon:    Our Eucharist is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
  In the name of Christ. Amen 
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THE SERVICE SHEET THIS WEEK  
IS SPONSORED BY  

BEVERLEY ROBERTS AND FAMILY  
IN MEMORY OF BRIAN,  

A MUCH LOVED HUSBAND AND FATHER 
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