A very warm welcome to everyone who is joining us “virtually” through our
Facebook page.
It is a great delight to be in our spiritual home of Lancaster Priory for today’s service.
Celebrant: The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster
Sermon:
The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster
Organist:
Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist
Readings
David Lewis, Barbara Gardner
Intercessions: Lois Kirtley
Introit:
Prière à Notre-Dame (Léon Boëllmann)
Offertory:
Prelude on 'St Peter' (Craig Sellar Lang)
Final:
Fugue sur le Carillon de Soissons (Maurice Duruflé)
After the service there will be a Zoom Chat over Coffee. All are welcome to take
part. It will be an opportunity to see each others faces, and have virtual chat, at
least! Please email me in advance if you would like to participate:
chris@lancasterpriory.org

A Prayer to use during this present crisis.
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
In your prayers, please remember those who are sick:
Liam Aspden, Gwendolen Boyd-Wasson, Esme Bradbury, Vona Corbet,
Ian Corbet, Bernice Dalton, Bron England, Wendy Foster, Stephen Gardner,
Anne Goulding, Michael Greenhalgh, Christine Heywood,
Violet Houghrain, Brooke Hunter, Marilyn Kenny, Joan Pinches,
The Revd John Reeves, Brenda Storrie, Richard Thompson,
and Gordon Tyson.
RIP: Alison McGowan, Bowen Bowier

THE SERVICE SHEET THIS WEEK
IS SPONSORED BY
RICHARD & AWENA CARTER
TO CELEBRATE OUR GRANDDAUGHTER KATY’S 14TH BIRTHDAY
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THE WELCOME and Notices – The Revd Canon Chris Newlands
Please join in saying the words in bold type.
The priest greets the congregation:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
The deacon invites us to confess our sins
My brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of
Christ in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess our sins.
Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed,
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.

THE KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us Lord have mercy upon us,
Christ have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us,
Lord have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.
The priest pronounces the

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE COLLECT
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please sit for

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the First Book of Kings

(1 Kings 3.5-12)

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask
what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for
him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne
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today. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come
in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people? ’It pleased the Lord that
Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.’
For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 119 v 129-136
Response: Lead me, O Lord, in the path of your commandments.
Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.
The opening of your word gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. R/
I open my mouth and draw in my breath, as I long for your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your way with those who love your name.R/
Order my steps by your word, and let no wickedness have dominion over me.
Redeem me from earthly oppressors so that I may keep your commandments. R/
Show the light of your countenance upon your servant and teach me your statutes.
My eyes run down with streams of water, because the wicked do not keep your
law. R/
Response: Lead me, O Lord, in the path of your commandments.

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
(Romans 8.26-39)
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified;
and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about these
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things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As
it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as
sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation:
Priest:
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.
I have called you friends, says the Lord, for all that I have heard from
my Father I have made known to you.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Priest:

The Lord be with you. And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
(Matthew 13.31-33,44-52)
Jesus put before the crowd another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ He told them another
parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said
to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
is old.
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This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
These responses may be used
Leader:
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Leader:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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All stand for

THE PEACE
Peace to you from God who is our Father. Peace from Jesus Christ
who is our peace. Peace from the Holy Spirit who gives us life. The
peace of the triune God be always with you
and also with you
Deacon:
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace

THE OFFERTORY The Gifts are brought to the Altar.
The priest prepares the bread and wine
Yours, Lord, is the greatness,
the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.
Please remain standing, if you feel able, until after we have said the Lord’s Prayer,
and seen the bread broken before us.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you
and also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory
and praise for ever. From the beginning you have created all
things and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. In the
fullness of time you made us in your image, the crown of all creation.
You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels and all
the powers of heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise:

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. As a mother tenderly
gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own. When they
turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast. From them
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you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living
bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied. He offered his life for
sinners, and with a love stronger than death he opened wide his arms
on the cross. On the night before he died, he came to supper with his
friends and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it
to them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. You are
the Saviour of the world.
Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon
the cross; we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice
that he intercedes for us at your right hand. Pour out your Holy Spirit
as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; may they be for us
the body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and drink these holy
things in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and build us
into a living temple to your glory. Remember, Lord, your Church in
every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in
peace. Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision of that
eternal splendour for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, with all who stand
before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in
songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
(each in our own language)
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one
bread.
Please kneel or sit for

THE AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The priest invites the congregation to receive communion
Jesus said, ‘This is my body, given for you’.
Come. Take. Eat.

THE COMMUNION
As an Act of Spiritual Communion, you may wish to give thanks for the saving death
and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with you now by saying this prayer:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life,
ever giving himself that the world may live:
may we so receive within ourselves
the power of his death and passion that,
in his saving cup, we may share his glory
and be made perfect in his love;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The priest gives

THE BLESSING
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage;
hold fast that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted;
honour everyone; love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Deacon:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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