A very warm welcome to everyone who is joining us “virtually” through our
Facebook page.
It is a great delight to be in our spiritual home of Lancaster Priory for today’s service.
Celebrant:
Reader:
Organist:

The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster
Dr David Cheung
Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist
Introit:
Pastorale (Percy Whitlock)
Offertory:
Prelude on “Herr Gott, nun sei gepreiset” (J S Bach)
Voluntary: Impromptu No.1 (Samuel Taylor Coleridge)

After the service there will be Coffee (or sherry, or prosecco*) and Cake, and a
chance to catch up with others, in a Zoom Coffee Morning. All are welcome to
come and take part. You need to have Zoom installed on your computer,
smartphone, or tablet, with a working camera and microphone. It will be an
opportunity to see each others faces, and have virtual chat, at least! Please email
me in advance if you would like to participate: chris@lancasterpriory.org
*Please provide your own drinks and cake!

A Prayer to use during this present crisis.
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

In your prayers, please remember those who are sick:
Liam Aspden, Gwendolen Boyd-Wasson, Esme Bradbury, Vona Corbet,
Ian Corbet, Bernice Dalton, Bron England, Wendy Foster, Stephen Gardner,
Anne Goulding, Michael Greenhalgh, Christine Heywood,
Violet Houghrain, Brooke Hunter, Marilyn Kenny, Joan Pinches,
The Revd John Reeves, Brenda Storrie, Richard Thompson,
and Gordon Tyson.
And those recently departed: Tony Moss
Please pray for Pauline Moss and all of their family
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THE WELCOME and Notices – The Revd Canon Chris Newlands
Please join in saying the words in bold type.
The priest greets the congregation:
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The priest invites us to confess our sins
Jesus said to his apostles, ‘You are my friends if you obey my
commands.’ Let us now confess our disobedience to him.
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

THE KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us Lord have mercy upon us,
Christ have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us,
Lord have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.
The priest pronounces the WORDS OF ABSOLUTION
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins,
and bring you to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT
Almighty God,
whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul
glorified you in their death as in their life:
grant that your Church, inspired by their teaching and example,
and made one by your Spirit,
may ever stand firm upon the one foundation,
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Please sit for

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah
(Zechariah 4.1-6a,10b-14)
The angel who talked with me came again, and wakened me, as one is wakened
from sleep. He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see a lampstand all of
gold, with a bowl on the top of it; there are seven lamps on it, with seven lips on
each of the lamps that are on the top of it. And by it there are two olive trees, one
on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.’ I said to the angel who talked with
me, ‘What are these, my lord?’ Then the angel who talked with me answered me,
‘Do you not know what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ He said to me, ‘These seven
are the eyes of the LORD, which range through the whole earth.’ Then I said to him,
‘What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?’ And a
second time I said to him, ‘What are these two branches of the olive trees, which
pour out the oil through the two golden pipes?’ He said to me, ‘Do you not know
what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the two anointed
ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.’
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
4

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 125
Response: Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion that stands forever.
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but
stands fast for ever. As the hills stand about Jerusalem,, so the Lord stands about
his people, from this time forth for evermore R/
The sceptre of wickedness shall not hold sway over the land allotted to the
righteous, lest the righteous turn their hands to evil. R/
Do good, O Lord, to those that are good, and to those that are true of heart. Those
who turn aside to crooked ways the Lord shall take away with the evildoers; but let
there be peace upon Israel. R/
Response: Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion that stands forever.
please sit for

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles

(Acts 12.1-11)

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the
church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival
of Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the
people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed
fervently to God for him. The very night before Herod was going to bring him out,
Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in
front of the door were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke
him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him,
‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap
your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; he did not
realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was
seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came
before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and
they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. Then
Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and
rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.’
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

5

THE GOSPEL
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation:
Cantor:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
I do not call you servants but friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Priest:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord
(Matthew 16.13-19)
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist,
but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them,
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Vicar
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
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was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
These responses may be used
Leader:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Leader:

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

All stand for THE PEACE
We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God,
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who
were far off and those who were near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you
Priest:

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace
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THE OFFERTORY The Gifts are brought to the Altar.
The priest prepares the bread and wine
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.
Please remain standing, if you feel able, until after we have recited the Lord's Prayer
together and seen the bread broken before us.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise
It is indeed right and good that we should give you thanks, praise and
glory, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord. For after his resurrection he sent out his apostles and
evangelists to preach the gospel to all nations and lead us in the way
of truth. Himself the chief cornerstone, he founded his Church upon
the apostles firmly to stand for ever as a sign of your holiness upon
earth and a living witness to all of the way that leads to heaven. And
so with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we lift our voices and join in their unending hymn of praise:

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his
command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of
bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave
you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you
thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and
with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son
our Lord.
This is the mystery of faith
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks
and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of
your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your
love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship
you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and
ever. Amen.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
(each in our own language)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

THE COMMUNION
As an Act of Spiritual Communion, you may wish to give thanks for the saving death
and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with you now by saying this prayer:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have
given me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Almighty God,
who on the day of Pentecost
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel;
by the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth
and to draw all people to the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The priest gives

THE BLESSING
God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations,
Bring you, with Peter and Paul and all the saints,
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always.
Amen.
Priest:

Our Eucharist is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
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