A very warm welcome to all our visitors, especially if you are visiting us for the first time.
There will be many of our church family who will not yet feel able to worship with us in
church—though they will continue to join us as we live-stream the service as we have
done for the last months.
We are also much constrained in what we are able to do to ensure the safety of all who
are present in the Priory today.
It is mandatory to wear face masks in the Priory. You will be guided to your seats by a
steward, and we ask you to take your seat in the pew to which you are guided.
Unfortunately, singing is not yet permitted, so there will be no hymns, though we are
able to appreciate the organ—and now the choral music. The collection plate will be at
the back of Church or you can make an electronic payment, or join our Planned Giving
Scheme.
Holy Communion will be given (only in one kind) at the chancel step, please follow the
direction of the stewards, and keep social distancing as you line up and return to your
seat via the side aisles.
At the end of the service, please wait, as we will be leaving church starting with the back
rows first. (unless you wish to stay to the end of the organ voluntary.)
Due to the new restrictions please do not socialise after the service.
We continue to do all we can to ensure the safety of our congregation members, and
are grateful for your patience as we work through these challenging times together as
the people of God in this place.
President:
The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster
Sermon:
The Revd Dr Gary Bowness, Hon. Associate Priest
Choir Setting: Mass for four voices (Byrd)
(Gloria from Missa Orbis Factor)
Readers:
Rod Aveyard, Tom Barnish
Intercessor: Lois Kirtley
Organist:
Ian Pattinson FRCO, Priory Organist
Introit:
Pastorale on Psalm 23 verse 1 (Whitlock)
Offertory:
Fancy in C (Gibbons)
Final Voluntary: Prelude on ‘Hyfrydol’ (Vaughan Williams)
4.00pm
Family Eucharist
6.30pm
Choral Evensong
Officiant: The Vicar
Services next Sunday 18 October—St Luke
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Celebrant: The Vicar
10.00am
Priory Eucharist
Presiding: The Revd Dr Gary Bowness
Sermon: The Revd Canon Brenda Harding
6.30pm
Choral Evensong
Officiant: The Vicar
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THE WELCOME and Notices – The Revd Canon Chris Newlands
Please join in saying the words in bold type.
The priest greets the congregation:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
The deacon invites us to confess our sins
A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord.’ So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

THE CHOIR SINGS THE KYRIE
Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have
mercy upon us.
The priest pronounces the

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CHOIR SINGS THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship you we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ only son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer, receive our prayer. For you alone are the holy one, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the most high Jesus Christ, with the Holy spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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THE COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we
may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of
everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Please sit for ...

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
(Isaiah 25.1-9)
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a
heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be
rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter
from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a
winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with
the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the LORD of
hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich
food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all
nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears
from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for
him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation.
For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
He shall refresh my soul
and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
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You spread a table before me
in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil
and my cup shall be full.
Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians
(Philippians 4.1-9)
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest
of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again
I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved,
whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
For the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation:
Cantor:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Cantor:
It is written, ‘Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lord’
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Deacon:
Deacon:

The Lord be with you. And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord
(Matthew 22.1-14)

Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying: ‘The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went
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away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves,
maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here
without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants,
“Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Revd Dr Gary Bowness
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
These responses may be used
Leader:
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
Leader:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Please stand for ...

THE PEACE
The risen Lord now reigns at God’s right hand.
He is the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the risen Lord be always with you: and also with you
Deacon:
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace

THE OFFERTORY
The Gifts are brought to the Altar.
The priest prepares the bread and wine
Word made flesh, life of the world, in your incarnation you embraced
our poverty: by your Spirit may we share in your riches.
Amen.

Please remain standing, if you feel able, until after we have recited the Lord's Prayer
together and seen the bread broken before us.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all
places to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly
King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord. For he is your living Word; through him you have created all
things from the beginning, and formed us in your own image. Through
him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of
a woman and to die upon the cross; you raised him from the dead and
exalted him to your right hand on high. Through him you have sent
upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a people for your
own possession. And now we give you thanks because you are the
source of light and life; you made us in your image and called us to
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new life in him. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for
ever praising you and singing:

THE CHOIR SINGS THE SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his
command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of
bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, in the same
night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me. Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of
himself made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of
Christ your Son our Lord.
Deacon:

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks
and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of
your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your
love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship
you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and
ever. Amen.
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Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we
pray:
(each in our own language)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Please kneel or sit as

THE CHOIR SINGS THE AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
The priest invites the congregation to receive communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed
are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION
All Christians who are members in good standing of their own denominations are invited
to receive Holy Communion (only the Bread). Please follow directions from the stewards
and maintain social distancing as you line up. Holy Communion is received from the
priest at the chancel step, as the communion wafer is placed on your palm. If you would
prefer to receive a Blessing, please bring this order of service with you. If you require a
gluten free wafer please bring a green card which you can find near the entrance to the
church.
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During the Communion the choir sings the anthem: Beati quorum via—Stanford
Beati quorum via integra est,
Qui ambulant in lege Domini.
Blessed are those who go the way of integrity,
Who walk the path of God's law.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: for here we
receive you, here the memory of your passion is renewed, here our
minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of future glory is given,
when we shall feast at that table where you reign
with all your saints for ever. Amen
The priest gives THE BLESSING
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Deacon:

Our Eucharist is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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