LANCASTER PRIORY
St Mary with St George and St John
A WELCOMING,
INCLUSIVE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY,
SERVING THE PEOPLE OF LANCASTER

PRIORY EUCHARIST
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10 May 2020
at 10.00 am

A very warm welcome to everyone who is joining us “virtually” through our
Facebook page.
It is a great delight to return to our spiritual home of Lancaster Priory for our service
today.

Celebrant:
Cantor:
Reader:
Music:

The Revd Canon Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster
Jacob Clark
Dr David Cheung
Merbecke

(NB: Fr Chris, David, and Jacob are all resident in the Priory Vicarage for the
duration of the present crisis, so we are fully compliant with the regulations both
of The Government and the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.)
A Prayer to use during this present crisis.
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

In your prayers, please remember those who are sick:
Liam Aspden, Esme Bradbury,
Vona Corbet, Ian Corbet, Bron England, Wendy Foster,
Anne Goulding, Michael Greenhalgh, Christine Heywood,
Violet Houghrain, Brooke Hunter, Marilyn Kenny, Joan Pinches,
The Revd John Reeves, Richard Thompson, and Gordon Tyson.
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THE WELCOME and Notices – The Revd Canon Chris Newlands
Please join in saying the words in bold type.
The priest greets the congregation:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The junior members of our congregation gather at the chancel steps and after a
prayer they go to their classes.
The priest invites us to confess our sins
Blessed are you, sovereign God of all; you lead us from death to life.
In baptism you create a new people, cleansing us from sin,
consecrating us to service, and transferring us from the dominion of
darkness into the kingdom of your beloved Son. Before you we
confess our sin:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

THE KYRIE
Lord have mercy upon us,
Christ have mercy upon us,
Lord have mercy upon us.
The priest pronounces the

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION
Lord Christ, true light of the world, have mercy upon you, shine in
your hearts, and banish all darkness from your lives
that you might see the Way that leads to eternal life, and follow
without stumbling for evermore. Amen.
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THE GLORIA
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesu Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us,
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us,
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us,
For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord:
Thou only O Christ, with the Holy Ghost ,
Art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant
that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good
desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
Amen.
Please sit for

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

(Acts 7.55-60)

Standing before the high priest and the council, Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’
When he had said this, he died.
For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
I trust in you, O Lord, for you are my God.
In you, O Lord have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your
righteousness. Inclne your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. Be my strong rock,
a fortress to save me, for you are my rock and my stronghold.
Guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake. Take me out of the net that they have
laid secretly for me, for you are my strength. Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.
I hate those that cling to worthless idols; I put my trust in the Lord. I will be glad and
rejoice in your mercy, for you have seen my affliction and known my soul in
adversity. You have not shut me up in the hand of the enemy; you have set my feet
in an open space.
I trust in you, O Lord, for you are my God.

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of Peter
(1 Pet 2.2-10)
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a
living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it
stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ To you then who
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’, and ‘A stone that makes
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’ They stumble because they disobey
the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Reader:
All:

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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THE GOSPEL
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation:
Cantor:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Deacon:
Deacon:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord
(John 14.1-14)

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show
us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the
works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to
the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The VIcar
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
These responses may be used
Leader:
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
Leader:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
All stand for

THE PEACE

Deacon:

Draw water from the wells of salvation,
for Christ our Lord has made creation holy.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace

THE OFFERTORY
The Gifts are brought to the Altar as The Cantor sings:
Jubilate Deo universa terra: psalmum dicite nomine eius, venite et audite, et narrabo
vobis, omnes qui timetis Deum, quanta fecit Dominus animae meae, alleluia.
O praise God, all the earth, sing praise to his name; come and listen and I will tell
you, all who fear God, how much he has done for my soul. Alleluia.
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The priest prepares the bread and wine
Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry,
who raises the poor, who fills our praise.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By your
great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the
resurrection of your Son from the dead, and to an inheritance which is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. Once we were no people, but
now we are your people, declaring your wonderful deeds in
Christ, who called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. By the
baptism of his death and resurrection you gave birth to your
Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us
a new covenant. At his ascension you exalted him to sit at your right
hand, where according to his promise he is with us always, baptizing
us with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The joy of resurrection fills the
whole world, and therefore we join with angels and archangels and
the whole company of heaven, in the song of unending praise, singing:

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken
bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your
dear Son. On the night before he died he had supper with his
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it
to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do
this in remembrance of me. When supper was ended he took the cup
of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me. So, Father, we remember all that Jesus
did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in
glory.
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Priest:

This is the mystery of faith
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and
bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through
Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.
(each in our own language)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Please kneel or sit

THE AGNUS DEI
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The priest invites the congregation to receive communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

THE COMMUNION
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As an Act of Spiritual Communion, you may wish to give thanks for the saving death
and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with you now by saying this prayer:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given
me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
Cantor

HYMN (please join in wherever you are!)
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.
In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee.
O Sabbath rest by Galilee,
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!
Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

Words: John Greenleaf Whittier
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way,
the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.
The priest gives

THE BLESSING
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to
eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory;
and so the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Deacon:

Our Eucharist is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen
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